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REF: A. STATE 241510 
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1. PURSUANT TO REF (A), AMBASSADOR ON NOVEMBER 6 CALLED ON PAUL 
KEATING, SECRETARY OF IRISH DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS. DRAW- 
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ERENTIAL TRADING AGREEMENTS & THAT WE BELIEVE EC MOVE TOWARD 
PREFERENTIAL ARRANGEMENT FOR IRAN WOULD BE SERIOUS DEPARTURE FROM 
PAIT EC ASSURANCES ON LIMITING PROLIFERATION OF SUCH ARRANGEMENTS. 
PREFERENTIAL TREATMENT FOR PETROLEUM IMPORTS FROM IRAN WOULD BE 
INCONSISTENT WITH GATT, AND BILATERAL SUPPLY ARRANGEMENT, AS ENV- 
ISAGED, WOULD AGGRAVATE EXISTING DISTORTION OF PETROLEUM SUPPLY 
& PRICING FACTORS. AMBASSADOR ALSO UNDERSCORED OUR ASSESSMENT 
THAT GENERAL LIBERALIZATION OF WORLD TRADE ON NON DISCRIMINATORY 
BASIS THROUGH MTN WOULD SECURE GREATER ACCESS TO FOREIGN MARKETS 
WHICH IRAN SEEKS, WITHOUT UPSETTING US-EC RELATIONS. FINALLY, 
AMBASSADOR EMPHASIZED THAT OUR OPPOSITION TO EXTENSION OF EC 
PREFERENCES TO IRAN IS SERIOUS AND IS NOT OF MERELY MARGINAL 
POLITICAL AND ECONOMICAL INTEREST TO USG. 

2. KEATING REPLIED THAT HE WAS AWARE OF HIGH LEVEL USG INTEREST 
BUT HE THOUGHT THAT AFTER JULY 22/23 EC COUNCIL MEETING PROPOSAL 
FOR PREFERENTIAL TREATMENT FOR PETROLEUM PRODUCTS FROM IRAN WAS A 
DEAD ISSUE. KEATING ALSO SAID HE WAS NOT AWARE THAT MATTER MIGHT 
BE DISCUSSED NOVEMBER 7 MEETING. HE DID NOT THINK THAT ANYTHING 
WOULD COME OF THE GERMAN PROPOSAL SINCE IT WAS HIS UNDERSTANDING 
THAT IT DID NOT HAVE THE SUPPORT OF MOST OTHER EC MEMBERS. KEATING 
DID NOT GIVE A DEFINITE ANSWER ON WHAT THE IRISH POSITION WOULD 

BE IF THE QUESTION IS RAISED IN THE PERMREP'S MEETING, BUT, IN 
REPLY TO A DIRECT QUESTION, HE SAID THAT "THIS IS NOT THE SORT OF 
THING THAT THE IRISH GOVERNMENT FAVORS." 

3. AS A RESULT OF AMBASSADOR'S MEETING WITH KEATING AS WELL AS 
EARLIER DISCUSSION AT THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY LEVEL IN THE DEPART- 
MENT FOREIGN AFFAIRS, THE EMBASSY BELIEVES IRISH ARE IN PRINCIPLE 
OPPOSED TO THE PREFERENTIAL ARRANGEMENT FOR IRAN AND THAT THEY 
WILL ACT ACCORDINGLY, BARRING AN UNFORESEEN TURN OF EVENTS. 
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